CHAPTER XVI
ASQUITH'S FIRST GOVERNMENT
Last days of Oampbell-Bannerman— Asquith as Prime Minister— ™
at Biarritz— Bang Edward's reluctance to return to London— Mr.
Peerage— An offer to Swinburne— The Liberal team.	J.
190&    on 12th February, 1908, Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman made his
Age 58 last speech in the House of Commons.  The next day he was unable
to leave his bed, and was from that time onwards a dying man. But
he spoke of his illness as " an accident, just like a broken leg," and
for several weeks was persuaded that he would recover.
On 2nd March, " having had an excellent night following an
equally good day/' he wrote1 cheerfully to Asquith, both about his
own state of health and about the prospects of the Government, and
wound up with an expression of gratitude to his colleagues, " and
above all to yourself," which drew the following reply :
March 3, 1908.
I read your letter to the Cabinet, and in their name I have to con-
gratulate you on the clear evidence it affords of your mental vigour and
of your close and continuous interest in all our affairs.
The Cabinet are most anxious that you should feel that, much as yon
are missed, they are not only content but eager that you should be relieved
of all weary and avoidable responsibility for as long a time as may be
needed for your complete restoration to health. They hope that the
time may be short, but there is nothing that they would deprecate inw
than that you, or your advisers, should feel that there is any need for
hurry.
We all value, and no one more than I, your kind expressions which go
far beyond what any of us feel that we deserve.
Yours always,
H. H.
On 4th March King Edward visited Campbell-Bannerman in life
0fek room in Downing Street, and on the following day departed
for Biarritz, in the hope and belief that no change would be necessary
return six weeks later. Before he went the King also saw
1 Life o/ Sir B&wy OamfieU-Bamemant IE, p. 381.
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